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Overview and
Guidelines

https://www.alabamaachieves.org/english-learners/

Guidelines for BCS

All Birmingham City Schools students
in grades 8-12 are welcome to apply
for the SoBL.
ESL and World Language Teachers
may work together with counselors to
identify students who qualify to apply
for this academic award.
The ESL SoBL committee will provide
guidance and a calendar of events
and important deadlines. 
The ESL SoBL will be responsible to
organize the Awards Ceremony for all
the BCS students who achieve this
academic distinction by their high
school graduation date.

What is the AL SoBL?

The Alabama Seal of Biliteracy is awarded
by the Alabama State Department of
Education in recognition of graduating
students who have demonstrated an
intermediate level of proficiency in English
and at least one other world language,
including American Sign Language.

To honor the proficiency demonstrated by
these learners, postsecondary institutions
may award credit to students who
received the Alabama Seal of Biliteracy. 
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For more information, contact:



Proficiency Criteria

Complete the high school
graduation requirements.

Demonstrate proficiency in
one of the English language
proficiency criteria options
on Chart 1.

Demonstrate proficiency in one
or more World languages other
than English through one of the
World Language Proficiency
Criteria options on Chart 2.

To earn the Alabama Seal of Biliteracy, a
student must:

The AAPPL

The Assessment of Performance toward
Proficiency in Languages is an
assessment of standards-based
language learning, delivered over the
internet, under proctored conditions,
and requires that each candidate have
headphones with a microphone.
Because the AAPPL is delivered online,
schools can arrange for learners to take
the assessment in a proctored setting
at any time.

https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl


